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Columns are wasted because the old simple device of
suppression does not work.
Expression of this changed attitude of the German
press can be found in a remarkably frank article in the
"Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung" about the "German
mentality":
"It is really a fact," that paper writes, "that our
mentality does not find many friends abroad. We shall
have to find the cause of this unquestionable fact. Foreign
antipathy is not restricted to our policy and our politicians,
to our generals and S.A. men. It is directed against the
German type. They say our policy from Bismarck to
Hitler recognises only force. Even our commercial travel-
lers abroad are accused of a sneering and brutal tone.
A German in authority, they say, is overbearing, tactless,
unpleasant. As soon as he meets a superior he is humble
and lacks courage."
The writer of the article comes to the conclusion
that it is the "Prussian attitude" which is meant when
these charges are made against the Germans. How
right he is!
There is, of course, a reason underlying this apparent
candour, apart from the need for counteracting Allied
propaganda. The Prussian mentality must be defended
at any price because Hitler, these days, regards himself
as a super-Prussian and his hope in this war is the re-
incarnation of the Germany of Frederick the Great.
"They have a Germany of Frederick against them,"
he said in his speech at the conclusion of the Polish war.
With this sentence he gave a lead to Nazi propaganda
for the duration, and it is following this lead. Comply-
ing with Hitler's wish, it tries to impress the German
people with Frederick's remarkable achievement in build-
ing up a strong army in a poor country by devoting